FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Goat Games 2021:
Farmed Animal Sanctuaries Across the Nation Unite to Raise Funds and Awareness
Co-hosted by the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries, The Goat Games will rally the
support of animal welfare champions across the U.S.
SAUGERTIES, N.Y. July 9, 2021 – Ready. Set. Goat! Catskill Animal Sanctuary, a non-profit,
155-acre farm animal refuge in New York's Hudson Valley, is hosting the second annual Goat
Games from August 14 through August 21, 2021. The Goat Games, which will rally the support
of farmed animal sanctuaries across the U.S., are co-hosted with the Global Federation of Animal
Sanctuaries (GFAS), the certifying body for sanctuaries. Each participating sanctuary is GFAS
Certified.
The Goat Games is a virtual event that challenges human participants to run, walk, bike, hike, or
create an activity of their choosing–even binge-watching is a win–to raise funds for a participating
sanctuary. A goat champion has been designated for each of the ten sanctuaries, and “athletes”
will rally behind the goat representing the sanctuary they want to support. Catskill Animal
Sanctuary is represented by Chester, an energetic adolescent rescued from a local “humane”
farm that was forced to close its doors.
“We came up with the idea of The Goat Games in 2020 as a way to inspire friendly competition,
raise critical funds and instill hope in people who support our urgent work,” said Kathy Stevens,
founder and executive director of Catskill Animal Sanctuary. “The Games are a fun, interactive
experience for people of any age and ability located anywhere in the world, and the collective
voice of ten sanctuaries will speak loudly for farmed animals everywhere. Funds raised through
donations and sponsorships will support the life-saving mission of each participating sanctuary.”
When the 2020 Tokyo games were canceled, Catskill Animal Sanctuary set out to create a friendly
virtual competition people could get excited about in the midst of a global pandemic and one that
also supported an important cause – The Goat Games 2020. Last year, Catskill Animal Sanctuary
raised $42,601 through the support of 73 athletes and 532 donors. This year, The Goat Games
2021 present an incredible opportunity to support sanctuaries all across the U.S. that provide a
safe haven for farmed animals who’ve been abused, abandoned, or worse.
"GFAS is thrilled to co-present Goat Games 2021 - a first-of-its-kind event benefitting an alliance
of certified farmed animal sanctuaries,” said Jessica Harris, farmed animals program director.
“We are dedicated to supporting our members, building collaboration and promoting the sanctuary
movement on a global level. This inaugural event showcases the leadership and excellence our
members are known for and is just one more way we can help sanctuaries help animals."

Goat Games Co-Host Team Catskill Animal Sanctuary is
joined by:
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Team Barn Sanctuary, MI
Team Farmaste Animal Sanctuary, MN
Team Heartwood Haven, WA
Team Indraloka Animal Sanctuary, PA
Team Kindred Spirits Sanctuary, FL
Team Little Bear Sanctuary, FL
Team Pasado's Safe Haven, WA
Team Piedmont Farm Animal Refuge, NC
Team Wildwood Farm Sanctuary & Preserve, OR

For more information on The Goat Games 2021 including registering and/or making a donation,
visit thegoatgames.org.
ABOUT CATSKILL ANIMAL SANCTUARY
Founded in 2001, Catskill Animal Sanctuary is a non-profit, 155-acre refuge in New York's Hudson
Valley. It is home to eleven species of rescued farmed animals with between 275 and 400
residents at any given time. In addition to direct animal aid, the Sanctuary offers on-site tours, a
weekly podcast, vegan cooking lessons, and educational programs that advocate veganism as
the very best way to end animal suffering, improve human health, and heal an ailing planet.
Catskill Animal Sanctuary is the only U.S. farmed animal sanctuary with highest honors from the
following:

For more information, call (845) 336-8447 or go to www.casanctuary.org.

About Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries
Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries (GFAS) is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization dedicated
to the sole purpose of strengthening and supporting the work of animal sanctuaries, rescues, and
rehabilitation centers worldwide. The goal of GFAS in working with and assisting these animal
care facilities is to ensure they are supported, honored, recognized and rewarded for meeting
important criteria in providing care to the animals in residence. GFAS was founded in 2007 by
animal protection leaders from a number of different organizations in response to virtually

unchecked and often hidden exploitation of animals for human
entertainment and financial profit. The GFAS Board of Directors guides the organization’s work in
a collaborative manner. While the board includes those in top leadership at The Humane Society
of the United States, International Fund for Animal Welfare, and American Anti-Vivisection
Society, all board members serve as individuals dedicated to animal sanctuaries.
www.sanctuaryfederation.org.
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