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CONFIDENTIALITY

Any information on this form will be kept confidential within GFAS and by GFAS Board, staff and volunteers with the necessary exception that suspected animal neglect, cruelty, abuse or other illegal activity will be reported to the appropriate authority(ies).

GFAS will list on its website and elsewhere all sanctuaries that SUCCESSFULLY complete Verified status or Accredited status, and confirm that status and the date of the last site inspection in response to specific inquiries. 

GFAS will, WITH YOUR EXPLICIT PERMISSION, also release your ratings/goals to foundations, donors, etc. for the purposes of helping your sanctuary to obtain funding. Several foundations have indicated that having this information would greatly increase their likelihood of awarding a grant to help a sanctuary meet its goals. However, GFAS will not release your ratings/goals without first seeking your explicit permission to do so.
Please help us improve this form by sending us any suggestions you have!

RATINGS DEFINITIONS
Adequate
For the most part, or even in entirety, the goal is being met, though there are some deviations from the guidelines. Deviations are not imperative enough or substantial enough to warrant “less than adequate.” However, there may be opportunities to nonetheless note some goals to be completed within an achievable time frame. 


Distinctive 

Your sanctuary facility is a good fit with the guidelines, which are met or exceeded. There are virtually no deviations that are noteworthy. There is a great comfort level in stating your sanctuary facility is meeting or exceeding the guidelines for this goal, and therefore certainly meeting the goal. 
Exemplary 

Your sanctuary facility is meeting the goal and the guidelines for that goal, and exceeding what is typical within the sanctuary field. Your sanctuary is “raising the bar” for this goal. (Note: For some goals that are rather cut and dry, this may not be an appropriate rating.) In those cases in which the rating given is “exemplary,” it should be readily apparent to any knowledgeable observer why the rating was given. Your sanctuary is creating better tools, procedures, or conditions worth replicating in this arena. 

Less Than Adequate At This Time 

For the most part, the goal is not being met. Deviations from the guidelines are critical and/or substantial. Your sanctuary facility plans to engage in some short and/or long term planning and significant improvements in order to be able to meet this goal at an “adequate” or higher level in the future.

NONPROFIT STATUS
1. Nonprofit Status
GOAL: Your sanctuary has legal nonprofit status.

Guidelines to help you determine your sanctuary’s levels of success in meeting this goal, although there may be other acceptable ways of achieving this goal that you are utilizing, which can be noted in the comment section.

Legal Designation

· Sanctuaries located in the United States or its territories have 501(c)3 status described in Section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi), Internal Revenue Code 1986, and its subsequent amendments. Sanctuaries in all other countries have the equivalent designation in the country of registration.


Please rate your sanctuary’s level of success in meeting this goal:

NONPROFIT STATUS: Nonprofit Status
      Complete    
      Not complete    Other:      
Please include the following:

1.  A copy of the documentation proving nonprofit status. (In the U.S. this is your latest IRS determination letter.)

Comments if any:       
REQUIRED LICENSES AND PERMITS
2. Required Licenses And Permits
GOAL: Your sanctuary has all legally required licenses and permits.

Guidelines to help you determine your sanctuary’s levels of success in meeting this goal, although there may be other acceptable ways of achieving this goal that you are utilizing, which can be noted in the comment section.

Required Licenses and Permits

· Your sanctuary obtains and maintains all permits and licenses required under city, county, state/province, country and international laws and statutes for each animal entering and housed at the sanctuary.


Please rate your sanctuary’s level of success in meeting this goal:

REQUIRED LICENSES AND PERMITS: Required Licenses and Permits
      Adequate           Distinctive           Exemplary     
      Less than adequate at this time   Other:      

Please include the following:

1.  A copy a copy of the licenses and permits 

2.  A statement from a veterinarian or government official, who has been to your facility, stating that these are all the necessary licenses and permits required for the animals housed at your facility.
Please describe below in the grey box any possible exceptions at your sanctuary to the above guidelines. (GFAS recognizes that exceptions can be allowable or even appropriate in a given situation, if the intent of the goal is still met.) Ratings other than “distinctive” (“distinctive” means your sanctuary has no deviations from the guidelines above) must be explained:  
     
COMMERCIAL TRADE PROHIBITION

3. Commercial Trade Prohibition
GOAL: Your sanctuary does not engage in commercial trade.

Guidelines to help you determine your sanctuary’s levels of success in meeting this goal, although there may be other acceptable ways of achieving this goal that you are utilizing, which can be noted in the comment section.

Commercial Trade
· No commercial trade in animals occurs (including, but not limited to the sale of animals, animal parts, by-products, or offspring). (Note: An exception may be made for purchase of an animal, with approval of an appropriate decision-making body of your sanctuary, if it is determined that the purchase is the only sure means of saving the animal from certain abuse, suffering or probable death , e.g., purchase of animals who might otherwise end up in slaughter.)
Please rate your sanctuary’s level of success in meeting this goal:

COMMERCIAL TRADE PROHIBITION: Commercial Trade Prohibition

      Adequate           Distinctive           Exemplary     
      Less than adequate at this time   Other:      

Please include the following:

1.  Any policy statement your sanctuary has regarding this.
Please describe below in the grey box any possible exceptions at your sanctuary to the above guidelines. (GFAS recognizes that exceptions can be allowable or even appropriate in a given situation, if the intent of the goal is still met.) Ratings other than “distinctive” (“distinctive” means your sanctuary has no deviations from the guidelines above) must be explained:  
     
NO OR RESTRICTED CONTACT WITH PUBLIC

4. Contact With Public
GOAL: Any contact with the public is not allowed or is restricted appropriately.

Guidelines to help you determine your sanctuary’s levels of success in meeting this goal, although there may be other acceptable ways of achieving this goal that you are utilizing, which can be noted in the comment section.

Contact with Public
· In wild animal sanctuaries, no unescorted public visitation occurs. This is not to exclude discrete, nonintrusive observation by a carefully evaluated person, such as a wildlife student, as allowed by the appropriate decision-making body of your sanctuary. 

· In farmed animal sanctuaries and those housing primarily domesticated animals, unescorted public visitation may be allowed in certain cases where the temperament of the animal(s) in question makes such interaction stress-free and safe for both animals and humans and where the visitors are evaluated by Sanctuary staff. 

· No direct contact between the public and wild animals occurs. In equine and farmed animal sanctuaries with adoption programs, supervised direct contact can be allowed for potential evaluated adopters. Direct contact is also allowed for potential adopters for some limited avian and small reptiles species, solely if such adoption is in accordance with local, state/province, national, and international law and regulations.  In certain rehabilitation/reintroduction programs, with young orphaned wildlife, evaluated members of the public may assist staff in carefully structured programs which ensure the safety and wellbeing of both the animals and the public.

· Animals who are easily stressed are provided the opportunity to escape from public view, ideally at any time, and to seek undisturbed privacy and quiet. Animals that are easily stressed are excluded from tours.

· Any educational tours conducted are ideally part of a comprehensive education and outreach policy.

· Groups are of a size that allows for close monitoring and vary based on the size and staff of your sanctuary.


· Any physical contact with domestic species residing at the sanctuary/rescue is carefully thought out, where the temperament of the domestic animals(s) in question makes such interaction stress-free and safe for both animals and humans and where contact is supervised

· All animals are confined within a secure environment. 

· Public feeding of domestic animals may occur under the guidance and supervision of qualified and trained staff. Any feeding must be considered as fulfilling part of the daily nutritional requirements of the equines. 
Please rate your sanctuary’s level of success in meeting this goal:

NO OR RESTRICTED CONTACT WITH PUBLIC: Contact with Public
      Adequate           Distinctive           Exemplary     
      Less than adequate at this time   Other:      

Please include the following:

1.  Any policy statement your sanctuary has regarding this.

Please describe below in the grey box any possible exceptions at your sanctuary to the above guidelines. (GFAS recognizes that exceptions can be allowable or even appropriate in a given situation, if the intent of the goal is still met.) Ratings other than “distinctive” (“distinctive” means your sanctuary has no deviations from the guidelines above) must be explained:  
     
5. Restricted Transport Off Premises
GOAL: Wild animals are not transported off the premises for exhibition, education, or research purposes.

Guidelines to help you determine your sanctuary’s levels of success in meeting this goal, although there may be other acceptable ways of achieving this goal that you are utilizing, which can be noted in the comment section.

Transport Off Premises
· Wild animals are not taken from your sanctuary or enclosures for exhibition, education, or research purposes. Rare exceptions for education may be allowed as approved by the appropriate decision-making body of your sanctuary based on mandatory permit requirements (when it is felt there is no other feasible alternative, such as the use of a webcam, for meeting the requirements) and based on the temperament of the particular animal involved. In no case shall such use cause distress for the animal, nor put animals or humans at risk.
· Suitable domestic animals may be removed for non-medical purposes approved by the appropriate decision making body of the sanctuary/rescue, if the activities are deemed to not be distressing or in any way negatively disruptive to the animals involved, nor put humans at risk. 
Please rate your sanctuary’s level of success in meeting this goal:

NO OR RESTRICTED CONTACT WITH PUBLIC: Restricted Transport Off Premises
      Adequate           Distinctive           Exemplary     
      Less than adequate at this time   Other:      

Please include the following:

1.  Any policy statement your sanctuary has regarding this.

Please describe below in the grey box any possible exceptions at your sanctuary to the above guidelines. (GFAS recognizes that exceptions can be allowable or even appropriate in a given situation, if the intent of the goal is still met.) Ratings other than “distinctive” (“distinctive” means your sanctuary has no deviations from the guidelines above) must be explained:  
     
6. NON-HARMFUL, NON-EXPLOITIVE FUNDRAISING
GOAL: Fundraising activities are not distressing or negatively disruptive to the animals and their normal routine, do not determine habitat or routines, do not deprive wildlife of the ability to seek undisturbed privacy and quiet, and animals are not used as entertainment.

Guidelines to help you determine your sanctuary’s levels of success in meeting this goal, although there may be other acceptable ways of achieving this goal that you are utilizing, which can be noted in the comment section.

Fundraising
· Fundraising activities approved by an appropriate decision-making body of your sanctuary are allowed provided the activity: 

· Does not violate the above criteria regarding animal contact with the public 

· The activities are deemed to not be distressing or in any way negatively disruptive to the animals and their normal routine, nor are normal routines designed specifically for fundraising needs 

· Animals are not in enclosures or habitats specifically designed to minimize their privacy and all wild animals have the ability to seek undisturbed privacy and quiet 

· Animals are not being used as entertainment, which of course includes the performance of “tricks” for public display.
· Animals are not raffled or sold.
Please rate your sanctuary’s level of success in meeting this goal:

NO OR RESTRICTED CONTACT WITH PUBLIC: Non-Harmful, Non-Exploitive Fundraising

 FORMTEXT 

      Adequate      FORMTEXT 

      Distinctive      FORMTEXT 

      Exemplary     

 FORMTEXT 

      Less than adequate at this time   Other:  FORMTEXT 

     

Please include the following:

1.  Any policy statement your sanctuary has regarding this.

Please describe below in the grey box any possible exceptions at your sanctuary to the above guidelines. (GFAS recognizes that exceptions can be allowable or even appropriate in a given situation, if the intent of the goal is still met.) Ratings other than “distinctive” (“distinctive” means your sanctuary has no deviations from the guidelines above) must be explained:  

 FORMTEXT 

     
INDIVIDUAL WELFARE -CENTRIC RESEARCH ONLY
7. Individual Welfare-Centric Research
GOAL: Any research conducted is devoted to benefiting the health and welfare of each individual animal involved, and does not cause pain or distress.
Guidelines to help you determine your sanctuary’s levels of success in meeting this goal, although there may be other acceptable ways of achieving this goal that you are utilizing, which can be noted in the comment section.

Research
· No resident animals are made available for participation in research studies unless the studies are strictly observational and do not interfere with the normal daily activities of individual animals. 

· An exception may be made, with approval of an appropriate decision-making body of your sanctuary if: 

· It is determined that the health and welfare interests of the individual animal are best served by participating in a new treatment study;

· There is reason to believe that outcome of the study will be a tangible benefit for the individual animal involved 

· The study does not prevent normal activities of daily living. 

· Naturally, interventions that cause pain or distress are unacceptable.
Please rate your sanctuary’s level of success in meeting this goal:

INDIVIDUAL WELFARE-CENTRIC RESEARCH ONLY: 
Individual Welfare-Centric Research Only
      Adequate           Distinctive           Exemplary     
      Less than adequate at this time   Other:      

Please include the following:
1. Any policy statement your sanctuary has regarding this.

2. A short description of any research study that has taken place at the Sanctuary in the past ten years, or is currently taking place, or is currently under consideration for the future

Please describe below in the grey box any possible exceptions at your sanctuary to the above guidelines. (GFAS recognizes that exceptions can be allowable or even appropriate in a given situation, if the intent of the goal is still met.) Ratings other than “distinctive” (“distinctive” means your sanctuary has no deviations from the guidelines above) must be explained:  
     
NO PROPAGATION
8. No Propagation
GOAL: No intentional propagation of animals occurs, and sound practices are in place to prevent propagation.

Guidelines to help you determine your sanctuary’s levels of success in meeting this goal, although there may be other acceptable ways of achieving this goal that you are utilizing, which can be noted in the comment section.

Breeding
· No intentional propagation of animals occurs, and sound practices are in place to prevent propagation. An exception may be made for rehabilitation and release centers engaged in a bona fide breeding-for-release-program of endangered species with available release sites within the state/province, conducted with specific conversation goals, in accordance with local, state/province, national, and international law and regulations.

· If females arrive at the facility pregnant, a veterinarian provides necessary care and the female is allowed to deliver unless there are valid health reasons for terminating the pregnancy. 

Please rate your sanctuary’s level of success in meeting this goal:

NO PROPAGATION: No Propagation
      Adequate           Distinctive           Exemplary     
      Less than adequate at this time   Other:      

Please include the following:
1.  Any policy statement the Sanctuary has regarding this 

2.  A short description of any propagation that has occurred at the Sanctuary in the past ten years

3.  How propagation is normally prevented at the Sanctuary

4.  A thorough description of any bona fide breeding-for-release-program of endangered species with available release sites within the state/province and the specific conversation goals of the program.
5. If you are an avian/small reptile facility where adoptions/fosters homes are legal and part of your program, please include your adoption/foster contracts.
Please describe below in the grey box any possible exceptions at your sanctuary to the above guidelines. (GFAS recognizes that exceptions can be allowable or even appropriate in a given situation, if the intent of the goal is still met.) Ratings other than “distinctive” (“distinctive” means your sanctuary has no deviations from the guidelines above) must be explained:  
     
CERTIFICATION OF ASSESSMENT
To be completed by the Executive Director (or equivalent) or the Board President:

I,      , (name),       (position) certify the information in this application, including any attachments, is true to the best of my knowledge and hereby give Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries permission to make inquiries about our organization to assist in the evaluation of our verification application.

We encourage you to send this application in via email.  If you do send it to us via email, the typed name will suffice for a signature.
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